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MINUTES OF A CONFERENCE 


HELD IN THE ODD-FELLOWS’ HALL, UPPER TEMPLE STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
ON SUNDAY, 9TH JULY, 1865. 


(Reported by Charles Smith.) 


Present on the Stand—Of the First 
Presidency, Daniel H. Wells; Elders 
Abram Hatch, President of the Man- 
tester District; James Townsend, 
President of the Nottingham District ; 
ee E. S. Russell, President of the 
wy District; W. W. Raymond, 
one of the Norwich District ; 
obn Nicholson, President of the Bir- 
mingham Conference ; Francis Platt, 
— of the Warwickshire Confe- 
Benjamin ~iringam, President 
tthe Bedfordshire Con erence; Robert 
Russell, President of the Preston 
nference ; William C. Gre , Presi- 
‘nt of the Staffordshire Conference ; 
om P. Folsom, President of the 
Conference; Epbraim T. 
President of the Newcastle- 
Conference; Elnathan 
Conte. j"n., Presidentof the Worcester 
ele ; George W. Mousley, 
a ent of the Norwich Conference ; 
‘win Frost, Travelling Elder in the 
ngham Conference; Seth M. 
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Blair, Travelling Elder in the War- 
wickshire Conference ; also Charles 
Napper and Thomas Jones of Birming- 
ham, and Robert R. Anderson of the 
MILLENNIAL StaR Office. 

The morning meeting being opened 
by singing and prayer, 

Elder Abram Hatch rose and said— 
Brethren and sisters, I am pleased to 
be with you at this Conference. I 
feel glad that I have been called to 
labor in the ministry, and constantly 

ray that I may prove myself faithful. 

presume you have all the same desires 
and faith, and are willing upon every 
opportunity, to bear your testimony 
tothe Truth. Can we not look around 
us, and see the weakness, ignorance 
and wickedness of the world, and feel 
glad that we have become acquainted 
with the Truth? But those who are 
not of us will say, What have you 


better than ourselves, that should 
be so happy? Where your sys- 
tem of religion originate, and what 
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are its principles? Now, all mankind 
have some idea of a Divine oriyin ; 
but, should we not all, as sensible 
persons, look around us, and see if 
we have the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
that will lighten our path, and be 
unto us the power of salvation? We, 
the Latter-day Saints, if Joseph Smith 
was a true Prophet, as thousands in 
every nation testify, have something 
to found our hopesupon. The Christ- 
ian world tell us they base their belief 
upon the Scriptures, but how many of 
them believe what is writter in them ? 
When we open the Bible and tell them 
of the things which have to come to 
pass, do they believe us? No; not 
one in a thousand take notice. We 
do not ask them to believe anything 
strange, but only that which is written 
in the Bible. If our religion will not 
contrast with that good Book, it is 
vain, and we are trying to impose 
upon the world an imposition of the 
rossest kind. Butit isnotso. We 
con repented of our sins, been bap- 
tized, and have received the Holy 
Ghost by the laying on of hands. 
That is what has brought us all here 
this morning. We believe in a mate- 
rial God that sits enthroned in the 
heavens, who has given us command- 
ments, and also in obeying them. 
Upon the day of Pentecost, Peter told 
the people, in answer to their question, 
“What shall we do?’ ‘‘ Repent and 
be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ, for the remission 
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghost. For the promise 
is unto you, and to your children, and | 
to all that are afar off, even as many 
as the Lord our God shall call.” Is 
not that call unto us? And our mes- 
sage unto all people is, to. repent of 
their sins, turn from their wickedness, 
and believe in the Lord their God. 
These are some few items of our be- 
lief, and we do not teach or practice 
eet what is written in the 
holy Scriptures. We believe in a 
practical religion. It is not those who 
cry Lord, Lorj, who will be saved. 
If we do as we are commanded, we 
shall receive the same blessings that 
were enjoyed by the Apostles and 
Saints in the days of Jesus Christ. 
If this is the case, what right have the 
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which we do not practice, and impy 
that unto our leaders which is n 
true? We, ourselves, : have been a4 
quainted with them, and know ther 
to be good men, while they, only les 
from their traditions and re 
We have the Priesthood of God, 
did not receive our authority from th 
Pope of Rome, Henry VIIL, oran 
one but God. Catholics say the 
have received their power hande 
down from Peter, but history tells y 
they could not have done so, ands 
the world besides believe them to bei 
error, and so do the Latter-day Saint 
Luther saw many things in the Cath 
lic church which he did rot like 
turned away from them, and origin 
ted the Protestant religion. Hew 
excommunicated by the Catholics, an 
must therefore have lost his authont 


if he ever had received it. 1 hay He 
not before had the oppor-unity by 
testifying to so large an audience! sta 
Birmingham ; but I can say, | kno pa 
that Joseph Smith was a Prophet us 
God, and I desire that we may all In itr 
honest, so that we may receive 4 pa his 
in that kingdom which is to be give . 
unto the Saints. 

President Wells then said he fe th 
much pleasure in being present 
Conference, and felt to reciprocate thay 
kind feelings evinced by the Saint th 
towards himself and brethren. Th , 
question is often asked of the Elden . 
What do you Latter-day Saints inten P 
or suppose you can do! W hat cn : 
your cause accomplish ? Without © | 
Spirit of God we could do nothing u 
by its assistance we will reform 
kind, cause the drunkard and di . 
honest man to become sober, “ - 
and industrious, make the king ra 
of this earth the kingdoms of our : 
and his Christ. How did you 4+ : 
name of Saints? is asked. 
told the Yrophet Joseph Smit ‘at 
revelation, that his people 
called the Saints of the Most 28 
We will take the Bible and show hs 
that it would not be the Wor ; 
God without this, and withow 
other principle composing Jeon 
including the gathering. 
Smith had not incorporat this p 


world to attribute unto us things | 


show it to bea perfect 0 
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le in it, it could not have ee ee 

: Work of God. If I had time. I woul 


I am bold to say it is perfect, 
_ it is the Work of God. I see 
wen and women passing through the 
greets to their places of worship ; 
shat is their object in sodoing ? Why, 
because they have an idea of a future 
gate, for which they must prepare 
omselves in this life. We, the 
dildren of men, have a being, we live 
wd move; it is not necessary to tell 
the people this, they know it. But, 
Ivant to know what is the object of 
his existence? What purpose did 
God have in view when he created 
mao, and placed him upon this earth ! 
fad he an object in view? Yes, we 
méertake to say he had. He desired 
that we should come into this state of 
«istence, and by passing through a 
wurse of experience, prove ourselves 
worthy of positions in another sphere. 
He did not desire any injary to us, 
by causing us to pass through this 
sate of mortal existence. An earthly 
parent would not keep his children 
wit were tied to their mother’s apron 
tnngs. The time would come when 
lis children would have to fight their 
on battles of life, and when he would 
be separated from them. He would 
Werefore teach his son to talk, read, 
mite, and fit himself for a position 
vhen he should come forth on the 
theatre of life. So God desires for 
lis children. He has said unto them, 
Goforth, my sons and daughters, and 
prove yourselves worthy of the position 
ud blessings I will place upon you. 
This was the desizn of God in sending 
Winto this world. All men—the 
vhole of our Christian friends—have 
‘purpose in their belief. They en- 
Kriain an idea of God and a future 
Mate, and believing in this, they bap- 
We their children. Why? Because, 
Ky they, baptism was iostitated by 
brist Limself, in place of circumcision. 
ut, did not John preach and baptize 
fore circumcision was done away 
mith! Was not Christ baptized by 
ohn, who had been reaching to the 
acumcised Jews ? d indeed, for 
tught.we know, Christ may have been 
cised. How, therefore, could 
tbe said that it had been instituted 
i its stead, when circumcision was 
saryipg in and practiced at that time, 
book ‘o this day by the Jews? Christ 

little children in his arms and 
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blessed them, and said, 

the kingdom of heaven,” 
not baptize them. As I have said, 
men have some idea of religion, some 
pugpose in view, or they would 
sprinkle their children, build churches 
and chapels, &c. But what we want 
to know is, what is the true will and 


quire of us? We are told in the 
Scriptures, ‘‘If any man lack wisd 
let him ask of God, that giveth to 
men liberally and upbraideth not.” 
By this course we can become ac- 
quainted with his designs, and the 
object cf sending us into this world. 
How could he save the inhabitants of 
this earth, if they had no means of 
becoming acquainted with his laws? 
Has not he a right to command, and 
give laws unto the children of men ? 
We could obtain no knowledge of 
these things without direct and im-. 
mediate revelation, and this power is 
only to be obtained by the reception 
of the Holy Ghost. Do our Christian 
friends tell us this? No. They have 
done away with the gifts of the Hol 
Spirit, and offer us empty Pansat | 
ceremonies instead. oseph Smith 
thought of all these things, and of 
everything necessary to form a perfect 
plan, which he could not have done 
unless he had been aided by the Spirit 
and power of God, and I can bear my 
testimony to the truth of these things. 
The hosts of heaven are aiding and 
assisting in calling upon the world 
to hearken unto as, and repent and 
be baptized. But, say the people, 
you believe in gatheri The rich 
man says, If I believe in your faith 
and doctrines, I should have to sell 
my fine mansion and estates, give up 
my carriage and ho and all my 
comforts of life; why, I could not de 
it. Well, we do not believe it p»ssible 
they will do so; but they will not 
gain salvation upon their couches of 
fine velvet ; they will not relinquish 
their earthly and perishable riches, 
therefore they must abide the conse- 
quences. Joseph has said in a revela- 
tion, that the time would come. whem 
the people should be tried, and the 
Saints come up through much tribule-— 
tion. And does ae a le of 
athering bring e ose 
retold that men should be alain fo 
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the Truth, and his own death proves 
this. Was such athing probable at 
the time that revelation was given? 
No. It was said no one would be 
siain~for their belief or religiog, in 
those days of freedom and religious 
liberty. But time has proven how 
far these assertions have been true. 
May we ever live faithful to our re- 
ligion, that we may become heirs with 
our elder brother Jesus Christ. Our 
hearts beat high with hope. We hope 
to save ourselves, and I am bold to 
say our hope and belief is the only 
certain and trne one upon the earth, 
aud that it alone will bring us back 
into the presence of God. Would the 
sprinkling of an infant with a few 
drops of water, be recognized as lawful 
baptism? Baptism is for the remis- 
gion of sins, and the infant child has 
no sins to answer for. No. God 
bless the children, let us watch over 
them tenderly, and wh n they come 
to the age of maturity, then offer them 
the laws and the jtruths of heaven, by 
obedience unto which they will be 
srved. Do we not require the people 
to turn from their sins? If 1 go to 
ehurch day after day, and say, ‘‘I 
have done those things which | ought 
not to have done, and have left un- 
done those things waich I ought to 
have done,” what do you think God 
would say if he were to speak to me ? 
Why, he would say, ‘‘Son, why do 
you not turn away from your sins, and 
not be keeping crying to me that you 
have left undone that which you ought 


(To be continued.) 
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to have done? Here are my con 
mandments, live in obedience up 
them.” I can say if a man will reper 
of his sins, they shall be forgiven his 
if he render obedience to the on 
nances of heaven, he shall be forgive 
But the people will not do this, the 
wish to be saved in their own wa 
and not in God’s way. We must ta 
the truth just as it is ; we cannot al 
it to suit ourselves. Do not the Seri 
tures say, unless a man is born 
water and of the Spirit, he cann 
enter into the kingdom of heaven? I 
not all the authorities upon the me 
ing of our language agree, that ba 
tism means immersion! and yet thé 
will sprinkle infants, while the Bit 
tells us baptism by immersion is f 
the remission of sins. We must, the 
fore, take the course pointed out 
us, or we cannot obtain the knowled 
of God. Devils can testify tot 
truth of the Gospel, but they can 
do so with the power and authonity 
God. This work, the Churchof Jes 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, will wo 
out the salvation of men. It® 
pull down and destroy the power 
the Devil, and the Lord will rest 
his power and might in sending fo 
his word unto the people of the eat 
We can see only a little of the gre 
ness of the Work of God which 1s ne 
initsdawn. May God enable us 
live so that we may obtain an inbe 
tance in his kingdom. 
Conference adjourned till 2.30 p. 


THE RICHES 


Could there be gathered together 
sufficient of this world’s riches to make 
a large and glittering pile, as huge as 
any of the high and gigantic moun- 
tains that erect their rugged heads and 
pierce the azure sky, much as riches 
are grasped after, and notwithstanding 
the high estimate placed on what is 
sometimes called the god of this world; 
yet, in point of value and true in- 


AND 


BY ELDER JOHN NICHOLSON. 
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GLORY OF GOD. 


trinsic worth, when compared M 
one single great, good, and ir 

souled being, who stands forth 
the dignity of his manhood, and 
intellectual, moral, and phy sical 
with which a bountiful engyees 
endowed him, all this wealth, an 
the ndeur and magnificence = 
world could produce besides, ¥ 

sink into comparative 
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ud be ‘‘as dross and refuse,” for such 
»mn is not only the glory, but the 
ches of our eternal Father and God, 
tr it is such men as those whom he 
dooses as instruments to 

his great purposes on the earth, and 
ause his name to be glorified here 
wi hereafter. And in the far distant 
wd interminable future, the faithful 
wi worthy sons of God still continae 
» be his riches and his glory ; for, 
shen they obtain their heirship as 
kirs of God, and joint heirs with 
jens Christ, they will increase his 
pwer and dominion by the propaga- 
ton of intelligences, and the organiza- 
tion and continuation of worlds. 

Who will constitute the riches and 
gory of God! Will it be these only 
those course along the voyage of life 
s smooth and placid, in whose 
wmp sition the human passions have 
wt been strougly sown, and hence who 
uve not so much toovercome? Nay. 
But let him whose passions are within 
ls nature strong and powerful, seek, 
ly God’s assistance, to overcome, 
util he can say to every wrong feel- 
m which would arise within his 
east to lead him from the path of 
nght, as Jesus said to the angry winds 
ii boisterous waves, ‘‘ Be still,” and 
this determined bidding their turbn- 

* ceases. Such as do this are tra- 
relling on the road which leads to 
greatness and to glory, for the promise 
af 4a glorious future of elevation is 

0 him that overcometh.” If man 

‘to overcome, he must have some- 
thing within his own system which he 
vil have to govern and surmount, 

ud such as do so prepare to wield a 
uighty influence and power, for all 
rule must have 

and a - j i 
iding-place in him who 
What a bright and glorious prospect 
stretched out into eternity, for 
a whose minds are lit up by the 
sf uence and power of that celestial 
) nger who s to the 
_ and heightens the reason of those 
t receive his visits, enabling them 
the heaven’s bright and glorious 
8. But think not, O man! that 

m the starting point of your identi- 
mk on, and from the moment you 

® 4 covenant with God in his great 
of life, that your path wi!l always 
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be o’erspread with bright and radiant, 


sunshine. You have seen the bn 


seen light and fleeting 
between him and the earth, casting 
light and transitory shadows over its 
surface ; you have also beheld clouds 


black and portentous, obstructing rays 
of gleaming light, and —- shades 
of gleomy darkness. Behold in this 
an emblem of your experience! Bat, 
remember always, that behind the 
darkest and most dismal clouds, the 
sun still shines as clear and bright as 
ever, though partially hidden from the 
sight; so also remember, that there 
still lives an allwise God, though at 
times a cloud may seem to intervene 
betwixt you and his countenance. Re- 
member this, if you desire to be num- 
bered among the jewels in your 
Father’s crown, shall 
be a tried people, saith the Lord.” Oar, 
greatest trials are when the hea ‘ 
influence of God’s unerring Spirit 
taken from us for a season, that, like’ 
our Captain, our integrity may be: 
proved ; for, did not Jesus experience 
the most exquisite agony, insomuch 
that “‘he sweat as it were great drop 
of blood ?’ and did he not cry ous,, 
when bound on Calvary’s cross, “ My, 
God, my God, why hast thou fo i 
me ?” | 
Take heed, O man! that your feet 
slip not into 
ast your integrity, be pure spot. 
less, and if you should 
have your dark moments, you will 
understand that God has view. 
your development and that 
you may become one of those whe. 
will constitute his glory and his riches, 
If you such, improve 
our. talents increase r ah 
of information, and then Toston ‘ 
congeni tank, ight dawns in upon 
the mind, and truth begets trath 
within the soul, it will prove a great 
and prolific sonree of happiness. . Let 
man seek to answer the end of his.e: 
istence, which is to glorify his Father 
in heaven. By increasing in power, 
ourselves, we increase his dominign. 


and power and glory, ‘“‘for we 
his.” Those who pursue an ORWATG. 


orb of day shining forth in wei a | 
and magnificence, imparting vigor and. : 
strength to the earth; you have alse. 
| 
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and upward course, not only become 
themselves the glory of our heavenly 
Parent, but, when invested with the 
power of endless lives, — who pro- 
ceed from them in turn, become the 
glory of their Father—onward, and 


ORATION, 


still onward, stretching far out into 
eternity’s broad, boundless ocean, for 
great is the Lord, endless is his name, 
to him be praise, and honor, and glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 


A nation 
was ushered into being which bad for 
its basis these impregnable and self- 
evident truths, enunciated in the im- 
mortal Declaration of Independence :— 
“That all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by tbeir Creator 
with certain inalienable rights; that 
among these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness;” a broad founda- 
tion upon which to rear the glorious 
fabric of free government, under which 
all the nations and peoples of the 
earth might enjoy the fullest civil and 
religious liberty. 

To us who dwell in these mountains, 
the anniversary of that memorable 
day is endeared by ties of a peculiar 
character. With many, 4th of July 
erations may seem trite and hackneyed, 
but with our peculiar faith and views, 
there are a thousand reasons why we 
should reverence this day, and find 
food for constant reflection and thanks- 
giving in contemplating the moment- 
ous consequences which followed the 
Declaration of Independence. The 
self-denial and patriotism of the Revo- 
lutionary Fathers have produced 


magnificent fruits; and though they 
could not foresee all the consequences 
of that act, yet, a sufficient degree of | 
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DELIVERED BY THE HON. GEORGE Q. CANNON, IN GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, ON - 
THE 4TH OF JULY, 1865, BEING THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE DECLARATION bar 

OF INDEPENDENCE. | 

(From the Semi-Weekly Telegraph.) nt 

In 

Fellow Citizens,—We meet to-day | the spirit of prophecy rested upon i 
to celebrate the 89th anniversary of | them, to give them glimpses of the “ 
‘ the grand and glorious birth of our glorious future of the country for ., 
nation. Eizhty-nine years ago, this | which they battled so nobly, and for “ 
day, the Representatives of the United | which they risked so much that she 
States, in Congress assembled, solemn- | might be free. oul D0 
ly published and declared to the uni- ‘* Whatever may be our fate, 3° A 
versal world, that the United Colonies | John Adams, after the re ag . 
were, and of right ought to be Free | the Declaration of Independence, a 

and INDEPENDENT STATES. 


assured that this declaration will stand. 
It may cost treasure, it may cost 
blood, but it will richly compensate 
for both. Through the thick gloom 
of the present I see the brightness of 
the future as the sun in heaven. We 
shall make this a glorious, an immo 
day. When we are in our graves, our 
children will honor it ; they will cele- 
brate it with thanksgiving, with festi- 
vities, with bonfires, with illumi 
tions. On its annual return they = 
shed tears, not of subjection and - 
very, not of agony and distress, but 
exultation and gratitude and of joy. 
Sir, before God, I believe the _ 
hascome. All that I have, all i, 
am, all that I hope for in this ~ 
am now ready here to stake upon - 
and I leave off as I began, that live 0 
die, sink or swim, survive OF perish, 
I am for the Declaration. “ 18 ra 
living sentiment, and, by the b a 
of God, it shall be my aie cade 
ment—Independence now aD 
ndence forever. 
Then were the sentiments, 
animated the signers of the Declara he 
of Independence ; these 
hopes in which they indulged. Pode. 
anticipated, and with goo 
the most glorious consequences 
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into ibeir sacrifices. Throughout that long | 
for yd dreary struggle, when in povert 
ame, yd in distress they had battled wi 
lory, ie proudest nation of the world for 


je freedom of themselves and their 
wuntry, they had felt the sustaining 
bind of that Power which is greater 
than man; they knew that it was God, 
nd he alone, who had given them 
meh signal victories over their proud 
wd implacable foes. Such signal 
jeiverances as they had experienced 
ave them the strongest reasons to 
have the highest anticipations respect- 
ing the future destiny of the country 
rbich they had been the instruments, 
in the hands of God, of liberating. 
While the Fathers of the Republic 
indulged in the brightest anticipa- 
tions of the glorious future that 
waited the people of the United 
Sates, they were, nevertheless, haras- 
wd by fears that the people themselves 
vould prove unequal to the trust re- 
posed in them. Te was an experiment 
mich as the world had never seen, and 
weh as Europe scoffed at and denoun- 
ed as Utopian. Monarchists had 
declared that man was incapable of 
«lf-government, and cited the history 
if previous republics to sustain their 
position. From the disorders which 
tad disfizured the annals of those re- 
] publics, the partizans of despotism 
. iad drawn arguments, not only against 
the forms of republican government, 
but against the very principles of civil 
uberty. They decried all free govern- 
ments a8 inconsistent with the order 
of society, and indulged themselves in 
malicious exultation over its friends 
aud advocates. 

Imbued with a feeling of deep 
auxiety for the welfare of their 
country, Washington, Madison, and 

other wise leaders lifted u p their voices 
m tones of solemn warning to their 
‘ountrymen, indicating clearly the 
angers to which they were liable. 
Though they were confident in the 
integrity of their own motives, and 
"ere satisfied as to the propriety of 
‘stablishing such a form of govern- 
apa yet they were fully aware that 
il Success and perpetuity depended 
of the e. ey tu 
realized that, by the. 
Prejudices and party animosities, 
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| Union, and all the 


Se * 


under the of 
leaders, occasions might easily. 
found or created for the introduction. 
of sectional agitation and strife, that 
would result, unless checked, in the. 
dismemberment of the Union. They | 
were not blind to the evils which mon- 
archists predicted would attend the re- 
public; neither did they pass off the 
stage of action without solemnly warn-__ 
ing the people against the fearful _ 
dangers of — They knew . 
that the safet rvation of the. 
ings of a free 
Government, were dependent upon 
the integrity of the people—that so 
long as they abstained from local pre- 
judices and attachments, from separate 
views and party animosities, and ac- 
corded unto all the same privileges 
they claimed for themselves, so long 
the Union would be preserved intact. 
The following is the sentiment of. 
James Madison, one of the most faith- 
ful and zealous founders of our’. 
Government, when his 
eightieth year, drawn from him by the 
rtentous approach of a danger simi- 
ar to that with which the Union has 
been so recently threatened in an 
vated form: 

‘<Tn all the views that may be taken 
of questions between the State Govern- 
ments and the general Government, 
the awful consequences of a final rup- 
ture and dissolution of the Union, 
should never be lost sight of. Such 
a prospect must be deprecated—must 
be shuddered at by every friend of his 
country, to to the happiness 
of man. For, in the event of a diaso- 
lution of the Union, the impossibility 
of ever renewing it is brought home 
to every mind by the difficulties en- 
countered in establishing it. The pro- 
pensity of all communities to divide, 
when not pressed into a unity by ex- 
ternal danger, is a truth well under . 
stood. There is no instance of @, 

ple inhabiting even a small ‘5 
if remote from 
sometimes in spite 0 preaure, 
who are not divided into alien, enya 
hostile tribes. The happy union © 
these States is « wonder; their consti- 
tution is a miracle; their example the 
hope of liberty throaghout. the world, 
Wo to the amuition that would medis; 


tate the destruction of either.” 
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Animated by a like spirit, Washing- 
ton, so truly called the Father of his 
country, uttered the following lan- 
guage, in his farewell address to the 
people of the United States, upon 
retiring from office: 

‘*T have already intimated to you 
the danger of parties in the State, with 
particular reference to the founding of 
them on geozraphical discriminations; 
let me now take a more comprehensive 
view and warn you in the most solemn 
manner against the baneful effects of 
the spirit of party, generally. This 
spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable 
from our nature, having its root in the 
strongest passions of the human mind. 
It exists under different shapes in all 
governments, more or less stifled, con- 
trolled or repressed; but in those of 
the popular form it is seen in its 
greatest rankness, and is truly their 
worst enemy. ‘The alternate domina- 
tion of one faction over another, 
sharpened by the spirit of revenge 
natural to party dissension, which in 
different ages and countries has perpe- 
trated the most horrid enormities, is 


(To be continued.) 
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itself a frightful despotism. But this 
leads at length to a more formal and 
permanent despotism. The disorders 
and miseries which result, gradually 
incline the minds of men to seek 
security and repose in the absolute 


power of an individual ; and sooner or by 
later the chief of some prevailing a 
faction, more able or more fortunate 4 
than his competitors, turns this dis- 
position to the purposes of his own . 
elevation, on the ruins of public , 
liberty. Without looking forward to 

an extremity of this kind, which . 
nevertheless ought not to be entirely : 
out of sight, the common and con- 


tinual mischiefs of the spirit of party 
are suflicient to make it the interest 
and the duty of a wise people to dis- 
courage and restrain it. It serves 
always to distract the public councils, 
and enfeeble the public administration. 
It agitates the community with il- 
founded jealousies and false alarms, 
kindles the animosity of one part 
against another, foments occasionally 
riot and insurrection.” 


+- 
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The steamer on which we were to go | 


up the river, was in sight when I re- 
ceived the word in the shop. 
to my home, one mile, and said adieu 
to my family, and was at the landing 
as the boat rounded to. We went on 
board of the boat, which I left at 
Galena. I preached in this region, 
and in Wisconsin, until October, when 
I returned to Nauvoo, where I arrived 
on the Jast day of the Conference, in 
the afternoon. 

During the Conference I was ap- 
— a mission to the city of New 

ork, this was countermanded by the 
Prophet; and during the winter I 
went, in company with Peter Haws, 
on & Mission to secure means to build 
tke Temple and Nauvoo House, we 
went as far east as Indiana. “id, 


I went | 


“pany with George A. Smith. Some 


In the spring of 1842, I went on 4 
mission to the State of Tennesse, H. 
K. Whitney and Adam Lightner ac 
companied me, and also Williams 
Camp, from whom we had the promise 
of some help on the public buildings, 
in this we were disappointed. I was 
joined in the mission by Elder Lyman 
Wight, one of the Twelve Apostles. 

After to accomplish what 
we expected to with brother Camp, 
we returned to Nauvoo. While on 
this mission I held one public 
sion with Thomas Smith, a Mothoos 

residing Elder, and baptized some 
is Church. 

Subsequent to my return to Nau oa 
I was ordained to the Apostleship ne 
the 20th § August, 1842, and orton 
10th of september | started on 4 rf 
sion to the south of Illinois, 0 0" | 


| po 
| we 
| B 
| 
| on 
| 
| 
| 
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| | 
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xe were in the company of Presidents 

Brigham Young and Heber OC. Kim- 

hall. From this mission we returned 
on the 4th of October. 

The following winter I was engaged 
by the Prophet to move my family to 
Shockequon, in Henderson county, 
where he had bought some property, 
[repaired to the place where I super- 
intended the surveying of the town 
site and commenced building. 

[remained here until the following 
summer, of 1843, when the Prophet 
was kidnapped, when I participated in 
the efforts that resulted in his res- 
cue. 

On my return from which, I was 
taken ill, and became helpless, in 
which condition | was taken to Nau- 
voo, where, when I had partially re- 
covered from my sickness, I was sent 
ona mission to the State of Indiana, 
taking with me my family. I went to 
the small inland town of Alquina, 
Fayette county, where my family resi- 
ded, while I travelled through the 
country around preaching as oppor- 
tunity offered. in this manner | pas- 
sed the time until the spring of 1844, 
when I repaired to Nauvoo, to attend 
the Conference in April, at which it 
was determined that I should go to the 
city of Boston, and in this I should be 
jomed by Elder G. J. Adams at Cincin- 
hattl, in the June following. 
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A few days subsequent to the Com-." + 
ference, I had an interview with the 
Prophet, in which he taught me some _ 


yet published, on™ 
, and on the day of” 
my parting with him, he said as he™ 
warmly grasped my hand for the last. 
time, brother Amasa, go and 
on the principles I have taught you, 
and God bless you. | 
This parting occurred a few are 


principles, 


not 
celestial i 


subsequent to the Conference, in 
month of April. 
I returned to Alquina, and prose- 
cuted my labor of preaching in the . 
country, until the first of June, when 
I repaired to Cincinnati where I re- 
mained until July, when I received” 
the news of the murder of the Prophet * 
and Patriarch, Joseph and Hyrum 
Smith. Subsequent to the receipt of 
the above news, a few days, brother 
Adams arrived, and confirmed what 
we had heard of the murder, and also 
was the bearer of a call to myself; to” 
return immediately to Nanvoo, in res- 
ponse to this call I repaired to Nau-+ 
voo, where I arrived on the 3ist off 


July. 
rother Samuel H. Smith, died the 
day previous. 
On the 6th of Avgust following,” 

brothers Brigham Young, Heber °C. 

Kimball, Wilford Woodruff, Orson. 
Pratt, Lyman Wight, of the Twelve,, 
arrived. 


f 
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VALEDICTORY, —By the time'that this number of the Stak reaches. the: i 


hands of the Saints, I expect I shall be on the bosom of the Atlantic op 
return home to the Valleys of the Moun 
to many of the brethren and sisters in the British Mission, and in fact 


tains. This news may-be ¥ 
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lately, I was not decided myself as to whether I should return before spring or 
not ; but, unless I receive different instructions betwixt the time of writing 
this and its appearance in the Star, I shall leave for home, having been written 
to that effect. It is about a year since I came to-this country, and during 
that time I have labored with much pleasure and profit amongst the people, 
and, had I consulted my own feelings, should have been pleased to have 
remained longer amongst them ; still, as the servants of the Lord have seen fit 
to recall me to the scene of my former duties and associations, I gladly embrace 
the opportunity. On entering upon the Presidency of the European Mission, 
I found that through the faithfulness and energy of my predecessor, matters 
were in a prosperous condition, and apprehended that few difficulties or 
troubles, comparatively speaking, would retard or obstruct our movements, 
and the experience of the past year has fully borne me out in this belief. 
With the assistance of my coadjutor, and by the aid of the Spirit of God, I 
have striven to conduct matters in such a way as to cause everything to move 
along quietly and smoothly, and the condition of the Mission at the present 
time justifies me in thinking that such will prove the case also in the future. 
The Elders in the various Districts and Conferences, although many of them 
only fulfilling their first mission, and consequently inexperienced to some 
extent, have labored faithfully, and been earnest in forwarding any measures 
suggested fur the benefit of their various fields of labor, and strengthened as 
their hands now are by the addition of men ‘‘ who have borne the burden and 
the heat of the day,” I anticipate atime of refreshing in this country. To the 
Elders laboring in the ministry I need not say much. The knowledge they 
have received through their obedience, teaches them the path they ought to 
walk in, in order to prove examples, worthy of imitation, to their fellow-men, 
and I heartily wish them God-speed in everything they may attempt to do 
for the advancement of the principles-they are advocating. To the brethren 
and sisters, whilst saying Farewet, I would wish to return my thanks for 
the many kindnesses I have experienced at their hands in my travels amongst 
them, and the readiness which they have exhibited to apply practically any 
counsels or instructions I may have given them. Brethren, be faithful, be 
prayerful, remember that this is the dispensation of the fulness of times, and 
that the hour of God’s judgment is come. Seek to lay up in store those princi- 
ples proclaimed unto you, that like careful householders you may be enabled 
to bring forth from the storehouse of your minds things new and old. We see 
that the whole earth is in confusion and distress, and that men’s hearts are 
failing them for fear of those things which are coming upon them. Seek, then, 
diligently to the Lord for strength, and it shall be given unto you according to 
your day, and through this means you will not only escape temporal misery 
and sorrow, but at last sit down in peace in our heavenly Father’s kingdom. 
May the Lord bless you continually, so that you can gather to the land of 
Zion, receive there the blessings promised to the faithful, and come forth in 


the morning of the first resurrection, purified, redeemed and sanctified, sons 
and daughters of God. Amen. 


President Brigham Youna, Jun., will, upon my departure, assume the 


Presidency of the Mission, and all communications, on business and other 
matters, should be addressed to him instead of 


DANIEL H. ) 
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HISTORY OF BRIGHAM YOUNG.—After this week, we shall becom-- 
yelled to discontinue the publication of President Young’s history for the pre- 
gent, on account of the want of matter, as we have now exhausted all contained 
in the Deseret News, and must, consequently, wait until we receive more from 
home. So soon, however, as it is once more started in the News, we shall 
republish in the Srar, thus affording the Saints an opportunity of learning 
further in regard to many personal and historical matters connected with the. . 


rise and progress of the Church. 


CHANGES AND APPOINTMENTS. 


\ 
\ 


ARRIVALS. e take pleasure in recording the safe arrival of thirteen of © 
the brethren who were appointed at last General Conference to go on missions — 
to Europe. They left New York per steamship Pennsylvania, on the 29th of 
July, and landed at Liverpool on the 11th of August, in good health and 
spirits, after a most agreeable passage of thirteen days. Their names are, 
William S. Warren, William R. Smith, Charles W. Penrose, James McGaw, | 
Francis A. Brown, Joseph G. Brown, John Barker, Archibald N. Hill, Ezra _ 
J. Clark, John gland, Frederick C. Anderson, C. C. A. Christiensen and 
Jens Hansen.) ders A. K. Thurber and Harvey Cluff also arrived here on 
the 15th, per ste + of Manchester, after a pleasant passage from New 


York of thirteen days. 


CHANGES AND APPOINTMENTS. 


/ 


‘Elder Joseph G. Brown is appointed to lebor in the Bristol District, under the Presi- ~ 


dency of Elder Joseph E. S. Russell. 
» Elder John Barker is appointed to labor in the Sheffield District, under the Presidency 


of Elder Collins M. Gillet. | Pre 
Elder William S. Warren is appointed to labor in the Norwich District, under the 
sidency of Elder W. W. Raymond. 

Elder William R. Smith is _——— to labor in the Manchester Conference, under the: 


Presidency of Elder Finley C. 


Elder John Hoagland is appointed to labor in the Swiss, German and Italian Mission, ~* 


under the Presidency of Blder W. P. Nebeker. : ‘ 
‘Elder Francis A. Brown is appointed to labor in the Dutch Mission, under the Prasi- 
dency of Elder J oseph Weiler. | 
District, under the Presi-. 


Elder C. W. Penrose is sppeentes to labor in the Manchester 


dency of Elder Abram Hate 3 
Elder James MeGaw is appointed to labor in the Cheltenham Conference, under the 


Presidency of Elder Charles 8. Kimball. 7 aoe 
Conference, under the Presi« 


Elder Ezra J. Clark is appointed to labor in the W 
dency of Elder Elnathan Eldredge, jun. 
Elder Archibald N. Hill is appointed to labor in the Birmingham District, under’ 
ball | 


‘dency of Elder David P. Kimball. 
in the Londor District, to lebor inte, = 


Elder Joseph S. Horne is removed from laboring 


Swiss, German and Italian Mission, under the Presidency of Elder W. P. Nebeker. 


Latter-day Saints in the 
les and adjacent countries. 


DANIEL H. WELLS, 
BRIGHAM YOUNG, dum. 
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ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


AMERICA: e extract the following from a letter written by Elder Geo. A. 
Smith, dated Great Salt Lake City, 20th June :—‘‘ We have had a visit from 
Hon. Schuyler Colfax, Speaker of the House of Representatives. The Speaker 
repeatedly expressed himself amazed at the improvements made in this 
country, and was actually made to realize that the mines of the neighboring 
Territories had been dependent on the bread of Utah for their development. 
A performance in the theatre was announced in honor of his visit, which came 
off very creditably. The final tableau in the ‘‘ Magic Toys,” he declared to be 
the finest spectacle he had ever witnessed in a theatre. His travelling com- 
panions—gentlemen of the press—were highly delighted and astonished at the 
ability displaped by a company of amateurs. After Governor Doty’s burial, 
it was proposed to Colfax to suggest Col. Irish for Governor, which he declined 
doing. A petition was put in circulation, signed by 250 of the principal men 
of the city, addressed to President Johnson for the appointment of Irish. A 
note was addressed to Colfax, asking him to forward the petition, with such 
endorsement as he felt warranted in giving, which he did by writing a letter 
recommending Irish as a good Presbyterian brother, and delivered the same to 
Capt. Hooper to forward. We start south to-morrow, the President having sent 
appointments to American Fork, Spanish Fork, Santa Quin, and a two days 
meeting at Nephi, where the new meeting-house is to be dedicated. Our visit 
to Utah county, two weeks since, was very interesting, all the Indian chiefs 
refusing to take any steps to make a treaty only as President Young would 
advise. The treaty was very favorable to the Indians, all of whom signed it, 
San Pitch being the last. It gives them a million and a half of dollars in sixty 
years, in annual instalments ; it builds them mills, houses, farms, and procures 
for them farming implements ; it allows them to dig roots and hunt on un- 
occupied grounds, and provides schools, which if the Senate ratify and the 
Government carries out, will be a great blessing to the Indians. The 
weather has been very dry and hot this season. There has been a blight on 
the fruit, which is very extensive in some parts. The dry season caused the 


farmers in many districts to water to bring up their crops, which will be 4 
drawback probably of one-third in clayey soils.” 


NorrincHaM ConFeRENCcE.—Elder William A. McMaster writting from 
Nottingham on the 10th ult., says. ‘Since my arrival here, in company with 
brother Luff I have visited many of the Saints, talked with and counselled 
them, and in public tried to teach those who came together, the words of life 
which have been revealed for their benefit. I have had good times, and am 
doing all I can to encourage the Saints. Some appear to be cast down because 
they are poor, but I have told them to sow the proper seed, and the Lord will 
reward them with an abundant harvest. I have instructed them as to the 
paying of their Tithing, and showed them that by sowing this seed in con- 
junction with other seeds of a similar kind, they will stand the day of 
burning, as this is the promise given by the Lord to his people.”: 


Leeps Conrerence.—Elder William Gibson writing from Bradford on the 


CORRESPONDENCE. ‘ 657 
11th ult,, says. “I have felt well in body and mind since I came here. ‘We 


have good meetings. and the Spirit of God our Father is with us.” - 


4, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


SCANDINAVIAN MISSION. 

Aarhuus, Jutland, Aug. 2, 1865. 
President Wells. 

Dear Brother,—It is with pleasure 
that I write at this time, as I know 
it is not only a duty, but shonld 
always be a pleasure, to keep you 
informed from time to time of our 
feelings and labors in the ministry. 
I can truly say I feel first-rate in my 
labors in these lands. The Lord has 
given me a goodly share of his Spirit 
to guide snl protect me, and also 
blessed me in my travels among Saints 
and strangers, and in learning the 
Danish language. Soon after your 
departure from Copenhagen, brother 
Sprague and-I went to the Oernes 
Islands) Conference, numbering over 

ty islands in the Baltic sea. We 
travelled there over two months, visit- 
ing the Saints from isle to isle, hold- 
ing meetings wherever we could get 
the privilege, which, as a general 
thing, were well attended and good 
attenuion paid, although we have held 
meetings where persecution has raged 
fiercely. I have been with brother 
Sprague part of the time, but mostly 
with native Elders who could not speak 
English, the better to learn Danish. 
Brother Sprague and I arrived on the 
main land on the 17th of July, in- 
tending to take a tour through the 
Conferences here. I left him two 
days ago in the Fredericia Confe- 
rence, and came here to the Aarhauus 
Conference, where I expect to remain 
for two or three weeks travelling and 
holding meetings. The Conferences 
seem to be in oe thriving con- 
dition, the Saints are very kind, and 
a8 a general thing striving to live their 
religion, and there is a prospect. of 

much good being done here during 
next winter. I have nothing t com- 
lain of, but everything to be thank- 
ul for ; but still, did I not know that 
this is the Gospel of Jesus Christ I 


am engaged in, ana which I have to 
bear a testimony of unto the honest- 
in-heart, nothing could tempt me to 
remain in these Bee for, independ- 
ent of religion, I know of a far better 
place in which to live in peace and 
plenty: Here, go where you will, you 
see little else than sin and iniquity. 
The people seem to believe it is best 
to eat, drink and be merry, for to- 
morrow they die, and are fulfilling 
the words of the Prophet to the véry 
letter, They have ears but they héar 
not, eyes, but they see not. Ofa 
truth does darkness cover the earth, 
and gross darkness the minds of the 
people, and they seem willing to re- 
main in it, crying once a week, Lord, 
Lord, in hopes that will save them, 
forzetting that not all who cry Lord, 
ord, shall enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he that doeth the will of 
the Father. I wish more inthe world 
would search the Scriptures, prove all 
things, and hold fast to that which is 
good, then would we see a change 
indeed. Of a truth I know that this 
Work is of God, and is the power of 
God unto salvation to all who jail 
receive it. It is my desire te-be ever 
faithful and do my duty, that may 
have a seat in the kingdom of our 
God, let others do as they. 708i Is 
know it is by our works we shall be 
judged, not by what the priests oF; 
ministers of the day say .or,do, 
neither will they have the priya 
of judging marge absolying us In. 
at judgment day. sats 
~~ God to bless: you, Jam 


our brother in the, 

Jossea H. Fama. 

Dear Brother,—On. the 


30th ult., the pleasure of 
ing Conference in or 
way. We had an. excelles 
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Jarge hall was rented for the occasion 
and was well filled with Saints an 

strangers, who were very attentive. 
Brother Brown and the Travelling 
Priesthood gave cheering reports of 
the Work in the different parts of 
Norway, and the Spirit of the Lord 
rested upon us, and assisted us in 
bearing a faithful testimony of the 
truth of the Gospel plan of salvation. 
Wken | returned to Copenhagen on 
the 3rd inst., 1 found our brethren, 
the missionaries, had safely arrived 
the day previous, in good health and 
spirits. I was glad to shake hands 
with those brethren, the most of whom 
have labored in this Mission before 
they emigrated, and I am satisfied 
that they will do a good work, and 
bear a faithful testimony to the people 
among whom they were born and 
reared. I have appointed them their 
fields of labor as follows :—Elder Niels 
Wilhelmsen, to travel in the whole 
Mission ; Elders Christian Christian- 
sen, in the northern district of Jut- 
land; Svuren Iversen, in the middle 
district of Jutland ; Niels Nielson, in 
the district of Sjcelland and Bornholm; : 


SUMMARY 


OF NEWS. 


Peter Hansen, in thé district of the 
Islands ; Morten Lund, in the Con. 
ference of Wensyssel; Frederick ¢ 
Sorensen, in the Conference of Fred- 
ericia; Hans Jensen, in the Confe- 
rence of Aalborg: Hans Hansen, in 
the Conference of Sjcelland ; Andreas 
Larsen, in the Conference of Lolland 
and Falster; Andreas Nielsen, in the 
Conference of Aarhauus ; Christopher 
Folkmann, in the Conference of Christi- 
ania ; Swen Larsen, in the Conference 
of Christiania; Lars Petter Edholm, 
in the northern district of Sweden; 
Gustaf Ohlson, in the middle district 
of Sweden, and John Fagerberg, in 
the southern district of Sweden. The 
brethren have all left for their re- 
spective fields of labor, feeling well. 

I am happy to testify that the 
Mission here is in a good condition, 
that the Priesthood is united with 
me, and that the Saints are trying to 
do their best. 

With best wishes for your welfare, 
I subscribe myself your brother in the 
Gospel, 


C. WIDERBO 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


America.—In South Carolina great destitution still prevails in the interior 
counties, and agents have been sent to the north to procure aid for the people. 
The State has suffered fearfully in those parts over which Sherman’s men 
marched, and scarcely any of the railroads have yet been rebuilt. There are 
now no disturbances in any part of the State, and Charleston has been effectually 
restored to order. The many reports that have been circulated of the people 
ill-treating the negroes are denied, and it is stated that in all parts the planters 
are willing to try the free labor system in good faith. In North Carolina much 
of the ancient spirit of the South prevails; the people are defiant, and openly 
threaten to hang Union men and negroes as soon as the military are withdrawn. 
Perkaps much of this spirit is exhibited in consequence of an order just issued 
by a General Ruger, who, in grandiloquent style, commands “ officers of the so- 
called Confederate army to remove all badges, military buttons, braid, cord, or 
other articles designating rank, as required by good taste and a proper respect 
for the Government of their country,” or if they don’t, they ‘‘will have the same 
taken off them by the Provost Marshal.” Althongh trouble is thus threatened 
the South is profoundly quiet everywhere, except in Arkansas, where continual 
squabbles between discharged Federal and Confederate soldiers are reported, 
and murders constantly occur. The States are just now the theatre of terrible 
crimes. From almost every city there are continual reports of riots and 
_ murders. The returned soldiers are responsible for much of the ill-doing, but 

| the four years of war through which the country has passed have caused the 
people to look with but little horror upon scenes of depravity. The soldiers 
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have created ridts in Chicago, Indianapolis, Concord, St. Louis, and several 
other cities, and at times have thoroughly overcome the civil authorities, and 
have robbed stores and murdered citizens. In addition to all this, a hea 
jefalcation is reported in the Treasury Department at Washington. A cle 

has abstracted $200,000 worth of bonds, and has done it in such a way as to 
cause a grave suspicion that heavier defalcations will soon be brought to light. 
Then, tu crown it all, there are reports from the West that before winter we 
shall have on hand the greatest Indian war that has ever been fought. Since: 
the unprovoked massacre of the Cheyennés the Indians have been breaking out 
in constant hostilities, and not a day has passed in the last six weeks that the 
overland telegraph wires have not been cut systematically at points 10 or 16 
miles apart. This indicates a concert of action on the part of all the tribes, 
who seem determined to revenge the massacre of the Cheyennes. A fofce 
of 1,000 Indians, consisting of bands from five different tribes. attacked Platte 
Bridge telegraph station, in Dakota territory, which was garrisoned by 260 
soldiers. On the 25th, after two days’ fighting, the Indians, having lest 
heavily(?), retreated westward, destroying the telegraph. The soldiers lost a 
lieutenant and one man killed, and 34 wounded. A note, purporting to have 
been written by a white prisoner in the hands of the Indians, was subsequently 
found upon the battle field, which stated that the Indians intended to continue 
hostilities, and were expecting reinforcements. The garrison has been rein- 
forced, aud has started in pursuit of the Indians. Accounts from both Fortress 
Monroe und Washington state that Mr. Jefferson Davis is now permitted 
frequent exercise about the ramparts and interior of the fortress. 


Mexico.—The Mexican enterprise, which is certainly neither one of the 
most popular nor one of the best advised of the plans of the Emperor Napoleon, 
appears as little likely to come to an end as it did twelve months ago. The 
Juarists are constantly beaten, and, it is said, constantly dispersed. They 
manage, nevertheless, to keep the field, and to give a great deal of trouble— 
afact which, independently of the fear of a rapture with the United, Sta 
creates no small anxiety in the minds of the leaders of French politi 
opinion. It is now reported that fresh reinforcements are to be sent out, the 


captain of one of the largest transports in the French service having re-. 


ceived instructions to proceed with it forthwith to Mexico. It is repouias 
from Houston, Texas, that on the 1st of July orders were issued to the Frengh 


authorities at Matamoras, to prepare accommodation for — Imperial - 


troops, who are to consist of French, Austrians and Algerines. It is doubtful, 
however, if Maximilian can spare so many troops from operations elsewhere. 
The reason given for the collection of this army at Matamoras is, that it may 
watch the Federal movements at Brownsville. The French officers say there 
is no reason why the United States should send a large army. to Texas, unless 
aggressive movements are contemplated against Mexico. e armies on the 
opposite sides of the Rio Grande are very hostile, and there is no friendly feel- 
ing between the French and American officers. In order to stir up.hot blood 
the more, every mail from the south-west brings us new accounts of real or 
fancied outrages committed by the French upon American citizens: im 


exico, 

Cu1na.—The Overland Mail brings strange news from China. ‘he alleged 
settlement wasa delusion. The Taepings seem to be still in existence, while 
the Northern insurgents are threatening the Imperial City itself. Pekin is 
evidently in danger, for the Governmtat bas solicited the presence of European 
Officers. While the Imperialists have abundance of local trouble upom their 
hands, they are getting up a quarrel with America; and the Yankees would be 
nothing loth to do something that would add apparent laurels to the bundles 
of glory, emblems which now overshadow the high places in Wasliington. 


Spary.—The cholera appears to be gradually creeping westward. The towns: 


on the eastern coast of Spain, in their dread of the introduction of the epide 
mic, are imposing the quarantine on each other. : 
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